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Executive summary

The community engagement work for the Trent Headwaters feasibility phase of the
project was led by Support Staffordshire, the VCSE infrastructure organisation for
Staffordshire who focussed on the Newcastle under Lyme, Trentham and Biddulph
including Biddulph Moor geographical areas for their activities. Stoke on Trent
community engagement was undertaken by VAST, the VCSE infrastructure organisation
for Stoke on Trent.

The project was conducted in several stages:

e DeskBased Research

e Workshops with community organisations from Stoke on Trent, Newcastle under
Lyme, Biddulph, Biddulph Moor

e Engagement with individual community organisations from Stoke on Trent,
Newcastle, Biddulph, Biddulph Moor

e Phone calls with community organisations with particular demographics
identified by the wider project team

A number of projects and themes emerged. A summary of project results are detailed
below:

1. Trent Headwaters Well Dressing Revitalisation

Biddulph Moor Community Association is keen to enhance the annual well dressing
event by restoring the Trent Head well, which is currently deteriorating and
inaccessible. This event is a point of local pride, and the community has expressed
strong support for a project that would restore the well and better integrate it into
community life.

2. Improving Physical Accessibility

Significant concerns were raised about poor maintenance of footpaths and physical
barriers (e.g., broken stiles, barbed wire, muddy paths), particularly affecting elderly
residents and those with disabilities. New or improved access points and safer crossing
areas, especially near local housing, were suggested.

3. Addressing Safety and Infrastructure Gaps

Multiple areas across Biddulph and Knypersley suffer from unsafe footpaths, excessive
litter, and inadequate signage. Broken infrastructure like Knypersley Bridge and a lack
of crossing points on busy roads highlight the need for targeted interventions.

4. Signposting and Wayfinding

Clear and accessible signage is needed for local paths, green spaces, and amenities.
There is also an opportunity to develop digital and physical tools (e.g., maps, apps) to
help visitors and locals—including those with disabilities—navigate and enjoy the area
safely.
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5. Celebrating Culture and History

Preserving and promoting local history, including the origins of the River Trent, was
frequently cited as a community priority. There is interest in making Biddulph Moor and
Stoke-on-Trent cultural destinations, using storytelling, signage, and digital content to
share the area’s rich heritage.

6. Building on Unsuccessful Bids

Previous funding applications, such as a participatory arts and nature trail project near
Stoke Minster, were identified as learning opportunities. Community engagement and
alignment with funder priorities were cited as key areas for improvement in future bids.

7. Access Rights and Land Ownership

The complexissue of rights of way and land ownership near the Trent Headwaters could
limit access. Exploring legal rights and the potential for community land acquisition
may provide long-term solutions for improved access.

8. Infrastructure Limitations

Limited car parking and public amenities present challenges for increasing visitor
numbers. Strategic infrastructure planning is needed to balance community needs with
tourism ambitions.

9. Urban Wilderness CIC Art & Nature Engagement Project

Urban Wilderness CIC proposes a creative initiative combining public art and
environmental engagement along the rivers and surrounding green spaces. This project
aims to change how the community interacts by introducing an art trail that enhances
public enjoyment and safety but also serves as an opportunity to educate in biodiversity
and wildlife conservation.

Some Key Objectives:

e Public Art Trail: Commission new artworks for a trail that will draw attention to
underused or overlooked natural spaces, encouraging more frequent and
positive public use.

e Youth Engagement: Involve young people in the creation and curation process,
fostering creative and environmental skills development.

e Community Biodiversity Education: Promote understanding and protection of
local ecosystems through engaging storytelling and the reintroduction of species
(e.g. beavers) to spark community interest.

e Environmental Stewardship: Use the emotional appeal of “attractive” wildlife to
increase awareness of broader ecological principles, such as habitats and food
chains.

Collaboration & Funding:
Urban Wilderness CIC seeks to be actively included in relevant funding bids, especially

those involving art commissioning and youth engagement. All contributions and ideas
originating from Urban Wilderness must be fully credited to Urban Wilderness CIC.
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10. Groundwork West Midlands Weir Hydro Project

Groundwork West Midlands would like to explore the opportunity to develop a
community-led, hydroelectric power project utilizing an existing weir at Spode in Stoke-
on-Trent. This initiative builds on the successful model of the Congleton Hydro
Community Energy Power scheme on the River Dane, which now supplies renewable
energy to the Siemens factory in Congleton.

Some Key Objectives:

e Renewable Energy Generation: Establish a hydroelectric system at the Spode
weir to generate clean, sustainable electricity for local use.

e Community Ownership and Engagement: Operate as a community energy
project, allowing local residents to participate in and benefit from renewable
energy production.

o Knowledge Transfer: Utilise the insights and best practices from the Congleton
Hydro project to guide planning, implementation, and long-term operation.

e Local lImpact: Reduce carbon emissions, support energy resilience, and
stimulate local economic opportunities through green infrastructure investment.

Groundwork West Midlands seeks collaboration with technical experts, local
authorities, and funding partners to assess feasibility, secure permissions, and develop
arobust community engagement plan. The project aspires to serve as a scalable model
for sustainable energy in urban and semi-urban river settings.

11. Reopen Sprink Tunnel (Biddulph to Biddulph Moor)

This project proposes the reopening of the historic Sprink Tunnel, located in Biddulph
Country Park and formerly part of a public footpath connecting Biddulph to Biddulph
Moor. The tunnel, which has collapsed and is currently sealed at both ends by the
council, was once a functional and scenic passage beneath the landscape, featuring a
distinctive stone archway. The name “Sprink” refers to a folkloric hobgoblin or sprite,
adding cultural and historical intrigue to the site.

The footpath has since been rerouted around the tunnel, but there is local interestin
restoring the original route for heritage, recreational, and aesthetic value. While the
local history group has not formally participated in recent community engagement
efforts, there is emerging interest from its members to support future initiatives.
Background information and images are available via local history resources,
suggesting the tunnel holds potential as a community heritage restoration project.

12. Potential Project Extensions

Additionalideas include:
e Sports and fitness programs (e.g., paddleboarding, wild swimming).
e Community clean-up and greening initiatives.

e Engaging schools and youth in environmental stewardship.
e Artstrails, forest bathing, and inclusive activities for underserved groups.
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This suite of potential projects demonstrates a strong foundation of community interest
and offers opportunities to invest in physical infrastructure, local heritage, inclusivity,
and environmental stewardship. Future planning should focus on project prioritisation,
partnership development, and phased delivery aligned with available funding.

1.Strategic background

This reportis a summary of activities that have been undertaken as one partof an 18
month feasibility study funded by The National Lottery Heritage Fund. This element of
the study was delivered in partnership with Support Staffordshire and VAST, the two
infrastructure organisations for Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent and Staffordshire
Wildlife Trust.

The wider project aims are to:

e Develop the partnership in Stoke-on-Trent and the wider area (including
Newcastle under Lyme and Biddulph).

e Engage communities and partners to better understand the needs, opportunities
and priorities of the area.

e Establish the geographical and thematic focus for future projects based on the
identified priorities.

e Create an outline of projects for development that respond to these priorities.

2.Research context

The community engagement for the Trent Headwaters feasibility phase was led by
Support Staffordshire who focussed on the Newcastle under Lyme, Trentham and
Biddulph including Biddulph Moor geographical areas. Stoke on Trent community
engagement was undertaken by VAST whose focus was on Stoke on Trent. The aims of
the community engagement undertaken were:
e toreach awide range of communities within the defined scheme area
e tounderstand how local people view and engage with their green and watery
spaces
o whatthey are proud of locally
o whatthey would like to see improved
The work focussed on reaching existing community and voluntary groups, with a core
objective of engaging groups who are not predominantly environmentally or wildlife
focussed to ensure a broader perspective of views were gained on the local
environment among different communities that have not historically engaged in these
types of projects. There was a focus in this phase of the engagement to gain project
ideas from the community that could be taken forward in future work.

3.Methodology

Background
Support Staffordshire and VAST both have a membership base of more than 1,400

organisations and both organisations have established a depth and breadth of
relationships with the VCSE groups and individuals in their respective areas. This meant
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they were both able to access their database of community groups across the defined
geographical area of the project.

Recommendations were also sought from colleagues working in the community for
groups that they considered would be particularly receptive to the consultation. In
general, there was a positive reception from most of the groups contacted and many
were keen to participate.

Support Staffordshire and VAST agreed from the project outset that they would share
the community engagement activities based on their respective geographical areas of
responsibility. Support Staffordshire would lead and be responsible for the final report.

Support Staffordshire and VAST - Engagement Plans

From the outset, Support Staffordshire and VAST worked closely with Louise Morris
Project Lead from Staffordshire Wildlife Trust and Nicola Lynes Project Steer from
Support Staffordshire to ensure the agreed engagement plans met project
requirements.

Activity Who by?
1. Desk based research Support Staffordshire
2. Engagement preparations Support Staffordshire & VAST
3. Engagement plan - 2 Large Events Support Staffordshire & VAST
4, Engagement plan - 1 World Café VAST
5. Meeting with VCSE groups - 10 Shared between Support

Staffordshire and VAST

6. Phone calls with VCSE individuals — 5 Support Staffordshire

Phone calls with VCSE individuals - 5 VAST
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4. Results and Project Recommendations

=
=
D

# Engaged 256
Name of Group Location Group Type Number
Engaged
Small Meetings
Blaze Trails Staffordshire Parent and baby 18
and Stoke on walking group
Trent
Father Hudson’s Newcastle Over 50’s group 14
Young at Heart
Group
Youth & Community | Biddulph Warm Space 20
Zone
Biddulph Guides Biddulph and 10-14 year olds 22
Biddulph Moor 3 adults
Dyslexia Association | Staffordshire Neurodiverse group 6
of Staffordshire and Stoke on
Trent
Biddulph Moor Biddulph Moor Residents association 14
Community
Association
Newcastle Mental Newcastle under | Mental health support 6
Health Group Lyme group
Cerebral Palsy social Newcastle under Cerebral Palsy 5
group Lyme and Stoke | support group
on Trent
Biddulph Youth and | Biddulph Youth Club 27

Community Zone
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Farming group and Staffordshire Informal farmers 5

land owners Moorlands group

Greenway Moor WI Biddulph Moor Biddulph Moor 36
Women'’s Institute

Telephone Calls

Bolton Gate Farm Staffordshire Arts centre 1

Moorlands

Trentham Boat Club | Trentham Boat club 1

Festival Stoke Stoke on Trent Arts centre and 1
workshops

Headway North Stoke on Trent Supports adults with 1

Staffordshire brain injury

Urban Wilderness Stoke on Trent Arts organisation 1

CiC

Events

New Vic Theatre Newcastle Openinvite to the 16
community

Biddulph Town Hall Biddulph Open invite to the 19
community

Asha Stoke on Trent Supports asylum 13
seekers and refugees

Community Share Stoke on Trent Community Health 10

Network Champions

Totally Stoked Stoke on Tent VCSE Community 11
Groups

World café

Dudson Centre Stoke on Trent Openinvite to the 9

community

Who We Talked To - Some Demographics

e The age of participants was not collected as part of the consultation process, but
the groups approached had services users whose ages ranged from 10 + with no
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upper limit captured. Attendees at any sessions who were below the age of 16
years were accompanied by responsible adults.

o E.g. Biddulph Moor Girl Guides had 3 adults who volunteered as part of
the Girlguiding Association, with the appropriate safeguarding and DBS
checks in place.

e Project officers met with 4 groups with additional needs, including people living
with long-term health conditions, communication needs and disabled people.
We also spoke to members of the Deaf community.

e No participant disclosed their sexual preferences or their gender identity.

Limitations and Caveats

e Whilst the names of organisations were captured for accuracy of reporting, no
names or data were captured that could identify participants. This means that
demographic information is very limited. Please see previous comments above.

e Urban Wilderness CIC requested any information, feedback and comments they
provided that was used in the report must be accredited to them.

Guiding Principles for all Potential Projects
This report has been produced with the following principles in mind:

Creating accessible spaces for all. Everyone deserves the opportunity to engage as
they wish in society. By designing places and spaces that are accessible to all we break
down barriers, promote independence, and ensure no one is left behind.

Researchers say that local authorities could improve the mental health of their
community by increasing the greenery in their towns and cities and improving access to
green and blue spaces.

4.1
Potential Project 1 - Trent Headwaters Well Dressing

Tam Harrison and Siobhon Hayes met with Biddulph Moor Community Association
(BMCA). Their attendance was at a regular meeting held by the BMCA Committee with
the local community at the Rose and Crown Pub in Biddulph Moor. The meeting is open
to anyone in the community who wishes to attend. The scoping of the TTTH formed the
first half of the agenda. 14 locals including the BMCA committee members attended
the session.

The BMCA is a community benefit society with charitable status. This type of
organisation works to create long-term positive social impact, reinvesting any surplus
income back into the community, while also enjoying the benefits and recognition
associated with being a charity. Acommunity benefit society which wants to enter into
joint ventures or other arrangements should consider how this would benefit the
community, particularly if the partner organisation does not exist to benefit the
community.

The BMCA support the general needs of the Biddulph Moor community. They help plan
and provide support for the annual well dressing in June every year.
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They shared an example of a potential project for their annual Well Dressing . There is
an engaged community group who would love to see their annual well dressing
supported and enhanced. The current well dressing event takes place in a field as the
wellis crumbling away and is difficult to get to. They are very proud of their history and
have a network of support for any project that is identified and agreed.

The suggestion for a project around the Trent Head Well was also shared with a group
discussion held by VAST in Stoke on Trent.

Project Plan: Revitalising the Trent Head Well and Supporting Biddulph Moor Well
Dressing

The project would aim to restore and enhance the Trent Head Well in Biddulph Moor and
improve the setting and experience of the annual Well Dressing festival.

Key stakeholders: Biddulph Moor Community Association (BMCA), this initiative seeks
to preserve local heritage, strengthen community identity, and create long-term social
value through heritage conservation.

Objectives:

o Torestore or stabilise the Trent Head Well to make it safe and accessible, if
possible.

e Relocate or enhance the site of the annual well dressing to align with the
restored well. Ideally, the community would like the well dressing to actually
take place at the well.

e Strengthen community pride and involvement through heritage-led regeneration
by engaging local groups, Youth Centre, Guides as well as the Residents
Association.

o Collaborate with these key groups to ensure sustainability and long-term impact.

e Increase visibility and footfall for the event, promoting local history and tourism.

e Ensure that Staffordshire Moorlands District Council and heritage groups are
included as key stakeholders.

Deliverables:

e Structural engineer assessment and restoration plan for Trent Head Well.

e Landscape improvement and access path construction around the well site.

e Infrastructure for a permanent or semi-permanent well dressing site.

e Interpretation panels/signage on the local history and tradition of well dressing.

e Community-led planning sessions and skill-building workshops.

o Arevitalised Well Dressing Event to launch the completed project hosted at or
near the restored well.

Resources:
e Structural and conservation expertise.
e Funding.

e Community groups and volunteers.
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e Marketing and communications support.
o Legal expertise.

Potential Project 2 - General Physical Accessibility to the Trent Head
Waters

Footpath accessibility to the Headwaters and surrounding area.
o Currently, access to the Headwaters is not well maintained
o Opportunity to explore a potential new access point near housing, rather
than over farmland

Project Plan: Accessible Pathways to the Trent Head Waters
Objectives:

e Make access to the Trent Head Waters safer, more inclusive, and well-
maintained.

e Where possible, reduce reliance on existing paths across farmland, to minimise
landowner concerns.

e Explore and assess a new access point nearer to local housing to improve
usability.

e Encourage community access, recreation, and appreciation of local natural
heritage.

e Align with local rights of way, accessibility standards, and land use regulations.

Stakeholders:

e Biddulph Moor Residents Association for local coordination, engagement, and
community liaison.

e Localresidents for input on preferred routes and needs. Provide an opportunity
to express concerns.

e Landowners to ensure land use rights and minimize disruption.

e Staffordshire Moorlands District Council for consideration of rights of way,
planning, and other potential funding opportunities.

e Localwalking groups for input on practical use and design.

e Disability groups to ensure coproduction of design.

e Environmental consultants to understand any impact on the local area.

Deliverables:

e Report of current and alternative access routes.

e Design and costing for improved or potential new footpath (surfacing, signage,
drainage).

e Permissions secured from relevant landowners and local authorities.

e Construction of an improved or potential new pathway.

e Signage and interpretation features for safe navigation and education.
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Resources:

Footpath safety and accessibility experts.
Legal experts for access rights.

Experts in footpath construction and surfacing.
Local volunteers.

Potential Project 3 - Current Known Issues Affecting Accessibility and
Safety

Existing benches and facilities at Apedale Country Park need improvement
o More would be beneficial
U3A Walking Group in Biddulph report that stiles are in poor condition around
Victoria Road and Mill Hayes Road.
o Farmers have put barbed wire around some stiles.
Marsh Green footpaths are frequently blocked off due to mud, foliage debris.
o Friends of Biddulph Way used to keep some of these spaces clear and
appear to still meet.
Biddulph Brook is often filled with rubbish and is a feeder to the River Trent.
Knypersley Pool footpaths and the footpath to Coppice Mushroom Farm and
Bluebell Wood are muddy to the point they become impassable during long rain
showers.
Knypersley Bridge is broken and difficult to cross.
Traffic speeds along Woodhouse Land and Marsh Green Lane in Biddulph.
Traffic lights would slow traffic and allow people to cross safely.
Grange Road in Biddulph has no safe place to cross to the footpath due to the
blind bend at Fold Lane and the local pub.
o There is also an excess of litter down Grange Road.
At Park Lane in Knypersley, traffic signs would allow school children to cross
safely.

“Need accessible paths with wheelchair access.”

Project Plan: Improving Accessibility and Safety Across Biddulph’s Paths and
Public Spaces

Objectives:

Upgrade benches and public facilities at Apedale Country Park.

Repair or replace hazardous stiles, particularly those obstructed by barbed wire.
Improve drainage and clearance on muddy or blocked footpaths (Marsh Green,
Knypersley Pool).

Restore safe access for walkers at Knypersley Bridge.

Reduce litter and environmental changes, especially at Biddulph Brook and
Grange Road.

Install safe road crossings and signage on local high-risk roads (Grange Road,
Park Lane, Woodhouse Lane, Marsh Green Lane).

Ensure pathways are wheelchair accessible and inclusive e.g. white lines or
markers for those who are visually impaired.
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Stakeholders:

Staffordshire Moorlands District Council for planning advice, permissions, and
potential for additional council funding.

Friends of Biddulph Way who have an interest in path maintenance and
experience in volunteer coordination.

U3A Walking Group are a local group who can provide feedback and route
mapping.

Local landowners and farmers to work with for cooperation on stile and barbed
wire issues.

Community Safety Officers and local Highways Authority for traffic advice and
management and signage.

Environmental groups to support litter removal and brook restoration.

Schools and families in Knypersley who may have concerns for road safety.

Deliverables:

New or restored seating and signage in key locations.

Safe gates or inclusive stiles with farmer and / or landowner support and
cooperation.

Drained, cleared and walkable paths all year-round.

Regular community litter picks and clear signage to deter dumping.
Repaired or replaced bridge with safety features.

High-visibility signs with possible traffic lights or islands.

Installed ramps, surfaced paths and widened entry points.

Resources:

Civil engineers and pathway business contractors.
Environmental expert clean-up teams of volunteers.

Traffic and highways consultants.

Funding.

Legal support (access rights, agreements with landowners).
Volunteer groups for maintenance and clean-up.

Potential Project 4 - Signposting

Clear and visible signage is essential for guiding people efficiently and ensuring
everyone can navigate spaces with confidence. Well-designed signs not only enhance
accessibility but also create a sense of safety and inclusion, helping individuals of all
abilities feel informed and empowered to move through their environment with ease.
Participants frequently raised this topic as important. Examples of areas of concern

were:

The canal and river path around Trentham is poorly signposted and impassable
in winter.

Guidance for visitors around accessing green spaces e.g. a website; an app and
signposts, to ensure people know what to expect from various walking routes.
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o Include the condition of pathways, steps, handrails, overhanging
branches etc.
o Share locations for amenities and local activities — sports courts, outdoor
gym equipment, cafes
= Particularly for people with disabilities — Dyslexia Association of
Staffordshire, Cerebral Palsy social group, Staffordshire Sight Loss
Association and Headway said this would be useful for service
users.

Project Plan: Inclusive Signposting and Information Systems for Biddulph and
Trentham Green Spaces

Objectives:

e Improve signposting across green spaces, canal paths, and riverside trails.

e Provide clear guidance on trail conditions, route difficulty and any identified
hazards.

e Develop a digital resource such as a mobile app or website for route planning
and navigation.

e Promote accessible routes for users with visual, cognitive and mobility needs.

e Collaborate with disability organisations to ensure inclusive design. The
participants in the community engagement are noted in the thanks at the end of
this report.

Stakeholders:

e Local Authorities for permissions, potential further funding and infrastructure.

e Disability advocacy groups such as Dyslexia Association of Staffordshire,
Staffordshire Sight Loss Association, Headway, Cerebral Palsy networks could all
provide input and coproduce inclusive design.

e Environmental groups and volunteers to support installation and maintenance.

e Localresidents and walking groups for local expert insight and feedback.

e Tech designers for app and / or website development.

e Recreation organisations to support promotion and usage.

Deliverables:

e Route maps with sighage locations, safety notes and updates.

e Signage templates.

e Mounted signs with consistent look and feel.

e Printed materials, workshops and online content.

e Maintenance schedule and feedback mechanism for problem areas.

Resources:
e Graphic designers and accessibility consultants for signs and digital design.

e Web and app developers with accessibility expertise.
e Survey and mapping tools.
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e Materials for sighage that can withstand long periods of poor weather but also
provide tactile options.

e Community volunteers for checking and reporting routes.

e Funding opportunities.

Potential Project 5 — Culture and History

Culture is important because it shapes our identity, values, and sense of belonging. It
influences how we think, communicate and interact with others, creating connections.
Culture fosters creativity, promotes diversity and helps preserve traditions and
knowledge across generations.

Local history is important as it helps us understand the unique stories, traditions, and
experiences that have shaped a community over time. It connects people to their roots,
providing a sense of identity and belonging. Local history also fosters pride and
appreciation for the community’s heritage and can promote a deeper understanding
and respect for cultural diversity.

“How do we make Stoke on Trent a destination that people are interested in visiting?”
“Need to publish the importance of Biddulph Moor.”
“Need to publish where the River Trent starts!!!”

Project Plan: Roots and Routes: Showcasing the Cultural Heritage of Biddulph Moor
and the Trent Headwaters
(Title similar to Roots and Shoots programme - Jane Goodall)

Objectives:

e Document and share the cultural and historical narratives of Biddulph Moor and
the River Trent.

o Create materials that showcase local heritage.

e Develop heritage trails and cultural maps that make exploration accessible and
engaging.

e Promote Stoke-on-Trent and its surroundings as a culturally rich destination with
a rare industrial history.

e Engage residents in storytelling, performance and creative heritage projects.

Stakeholders:

e Local history groups (e.g. Biddulph Local History Society) for research and
historical content.

e Local organisations and volunteers for local coordination and project input.

e Staffordshire County Council & Stoke-on-Trent City Council for strategic support
and tourism links.

e Artists, writers and performers to provide creative vision and engagement.

e Heritage funders and Arts Council England for additional, potential funding.

e Schools and youth organisations for educational engagement.
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Deliverables:

e \Video and audio interviews, written materials for shared stories and lived
experiences.

e Performances and digital stories.

e Trail maps, physical signage, QR-coded stops.

e Website updates, brochures, press releases.

e Local heritage days including a River Trent celebration.

e |Learning packs, school-led exhibits.

Resources:

e Oral history and media recording equipment.
e Local historians and artists.

e Signage and print materials.

e Eventplanning and logistical support.

e Digital and marketing expertise.

e Volunteer coordination and training.

Potential Project 6 — Building on Previous Funding Bids

Building on previous grant funding bids that were unsuccessful is an opportunity for
growth and refinement. One such participatory arts project in the Stoke Minster area
previously applied for an Awards for All funding grant through the Green Network but
this was unsuccessful.

The bid originally looked at linking up the River Trent footpath between Stoke and the old
Victoria ground. The focus was on delivering outdoor nature activities such as bug
hunting and nature trails. The original idea came from a member of the public, but the
bid ultimately failed due to lack of community engagement.

Here's how this can be approached:

o Review Feedback: Use as a roadmap for improvement. Address the specific
concerns and areas that were identified as weaknesses, then demonstrate how
the future bid will adapt or change the approach.

o Refine the Proposal: Review the original proposal and refine it based on what
has been learned. Strengthen the objectives, ensure the budget is clear and
realistic and ensure the outcomes are SMART - specific, measurable, achievable
and timely.

e Highlight Progress: Has there been any progress since the last application? If
so highlight any new developments, partnerships, or successes that show
momentum and growth. This demonstrates commitment.

e Align with Funders' Priorities: Revisit the funder's priorities and make sure the
proposal clearly aligns with their goals.

e Address Market Changes: If there have been any shifts in the community or
industry since the last bid, address these changes and show how the projectis
more relevant now.
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Potential Project 7 — Access Rights, Land Ownership and Defined, Legal
Responsibilities

A member of the Greenway Moor Women'’s Institute is aware of the owner of the field
that contains the Trent Head Well. The Land Registry will confirm ownership of the land
surrounding the Head Well.

Key Legislation and The Countryside Code

There are 2 pieces of UK Legislation that underpin access and rights of way to common
land and footpaths. They are:

e The Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CROW) 2000: This is the main piece of
legislation in England and Wales concerning rights of access and public
footpaths.

e The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981: This act helps protect rights of way and
makes provisions for the management of footpaths and bridleways.

In addition to these pieces of legislation, there is also The Countryside Code. This sets
out the rules for visitors to the countryside to follow. Forlandowners, itincludes rules
and guidance about public rights of way, protecting livestock and keeping visitors safe.

Rights of Way Act (2000): This act made it possible for historical paths (often
unrecorded) to be added to the Definitive Map.

Definitive Map and Statement: In England and Wales, there is a legal document called
the "Definitive Map," which records the locations of public rights of way. Local
authorities are responsible for maintaining and updating this map. The map shows
where footpaths, bridleways and other public paths are located. The map helps prevent
landowners from blocking access.

Blocking or obstructing a public right of way is an offence. The local council can enforce
the removal of obstructions, and penalties may be imposed on landowners or others
who prevent access.

Project Plan: Clarifying Land Ownership and Access Rights to Trent Head Well
Objectives:

e Confirm land ownership of the field and buildings around Trent Head Well.

o ldentify whether a public right of way exists or can be legally established.

e Ensure any future access or development complies with legal responsibilities.

e Promote cooperation with landowner(s) using a collaborative approach.

e Reduce therisk of disputes, obstructions, or liabilities in future heritage or
access projects in the location.

Stakeholders:

e The legallandowner will be a key party in access negotiations and land
management.
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o Staffordshire County Council — Rights of Way Team. This team maintains the
Definitive Map and is responsible for enforcing rights of way.

e Biddulph Town Council and Residents Association for local engagement and
oversight.

o Keyvoluntary groups such as the Ramblers Association for support with path
verification and legal routes.

e Greenway Moor WI are local advocates who identified ownership concerns.

e Community residents who are interested users and will potentially maintain the
heritage of the project upon completion.

e Alegal adviser for legal interpretation and negotiation.

Deliverables:

e Official title documents and land boundaries.
e Areport onthe status of footpaths and bridleways.
e A summary report of the current legal situation.

Resources:

e Land Registry access. Please note there are costs for searches and copies of
plans. - £3 per title or £7 for title with plan.

e |legalorrights of way expert.

e Mappingtools (OS map access).

e Meeting and engagement logistics.

e Volunteer community liaison (Greenway Moor WI are very engaged in the local
area).

Potential Project 8 - Infrastructure

Concerns around the current lack of infrastructure for key spots in Biddulph and
Biddulph Moor mean that an increase in visitor numbers may not be a great experience
for residents and visitors.
e The car parkin Knypersley is poor and insufficient for large vehicles and any
increase in volumes of visiting traffic is a concern.

Project Plan: Infrastructure Improvement for Biddulph & Biddulph Moor
Objectives:
e Understand the changes required to local infrastructure, particularly transport
and visitor facilities.
e Ensure the area is prepared for increased visitors without negatively impacting
residents.

Stakeholders:

e Local authority (Staffordshire Moorlands District Council)
e Biddulph Town Council
e Residents and community groups
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e Environmental agencies
e Additional funding (e.g. Levelling Up Fund)

Deliverables:

e Increase in positive visitor feedback.

e Reduction in parking-related complaints from residents.

e Improved resident feedback on infrastructure management.
e Increased usage of sustainable transport options.

Resources:

e Temporary signage whilst work is undertaken.

e Clear communication plan for residents when any work needed will begin and
end.

e Green travel options provided to mitigate any impact (e.g. cycling infrastructure;
car sharing; provision of buses).

Potential Project 9 - Urban Wilderness CIC

One group is keen to support an art trail along the river/canals/in green spaces to
encourage people to engage with this spaces from a different perspective. They believe
that this may also increase safety of the area through higher levels of usage.

Urban Wilderness would be interested in being written into funding bids and being
active partners and / or participants — particularly around commissioning artwork
and working with young people.
e Commissioning new artwork, potentially as an art trail along the river, would be
great way of drawing attention to these spaces.
e Engaging urban communities in encouraging biodiversity — need to have
‘attractive’ species as a way to engage communities in protecting wildlife.
e Reintroduction of “interesting” animals like beavers. They have a “cute appeal”
which could be used this to increase engagement in learning about habitats,
food chains and build learning of broader ecosystems.

Anything mentioned by Urban Wilderness needs to be credited to them - specifically
Urban Wilderness CIC.

Project Plan: An Urban Art & Nature Trail
Objectives:

e Reimagine public green spaces through a curated art trail that invites discovery
and exploration of the green space(s).

¢ Promote community safety via increased public presence and ownership of the
space.

e Commission quality public artwork that engages local artists and reflects
community voices.
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e Inspire biodiversity advocacy through interaction with species and ecological
storytelling.

e Empower young people via creative participation, skills development and
environmental learning.

Stakeholders:

Creative Partner: Urban Wilderness CIC.
o Commissioning artwork
o Facilitating youth engagement
o Ecological education and biodiversity interpretation
Local Authorities and landowner(s).
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust and local voluntary environmental groups.
Local schools and youth groups.

Key Components

1. Art Trail Creation
e Commission a number of site-specific public artworks/installations.
e Artists willwork with local residents and young people.
e Themes:rivers as lifelines, hidden wildlife, “rewilding” cities, urban myths &
nature.
2. Community Co-Design and Youth Engagement
e Workshops led by Urban Wilderness CIC to involve young people in:
o Concept development for installations
o Eco-arttechniques and storytelling
o Biodiversity-themed design (e.g., animal sculptures, pollinator murals)
3. Biodiversity Education & Wildlife Interpretation
o Educational signage integrated into trail (QR codes, AR features, species ID
guides).
o Highlight “attractive” species (e.g., beavers, otters, kingfishers) as emotional
entry points to deeper learning.
e Events andtalks on rewilding, urban habitats, and ecosystem dynamics.
4. Safety and Stewardship
e« Promote higher footfall and passive surveillance to discourage antisocial
behaviour.
e Volunteer “Trail Stewards” trained to support ongoing use and maintenance.
e Collaborate with local police and community safety officers.

Deliverables:

e Increased use of river and canal-side spaces.

e Providing a sense of community and pride in “ownership.”

e Paid commissions and skills development for local artists.

e Artistic and ecological education.

e Youth leadership opportunities.

e Greater public understanding of biodiversity, ecosystems, and conservation.

e Support for urban rewilding initiatives through community engagement and
support from local groups.
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Resources:

e Durable materials for permanent and semi-permanent public artworks (wood,
metal, eco-friendly composites).

e Bases and foundations or plinths for installing any artworks.

e Lighting (solar-powered where possible) for highlighting art pieces and increasing

safety.

e Trail signage (waymarkers for public guidance, interpretation boards, QR code
plaques).

e Seating, planters, or environmental design features to enhance usability and
comfort.

e Funding for artists and experts in the various fields.
Potential Project 10 - Groundwork West Midlands Weir Hydro Project

One group was interested in a potential community energy programme for a weir hydro
project. They believe that any future project for the River Trent could utilise a potentially
usable weir at Spode in Stoke on Trent.

An existing ‘Congleton Hydro Community Energy Power’ is a new hydro-electric scheme
and now powers the Siemans factory in Congleton. The weir in Stoke on Trent could
learn from the opportunities this project produced. See the website below for more
details:

Introducing the DVCE Congleton Hydro project - Congleton Hydro
Objectives:

e Assess the feasibility of hydroelectric generation at the Spode weir.

e Develop a community-owned, renewable energy scheme.

e Generate sustainable, low-carbon electricity for local use or sale to the grid.

e Utilise the learning and then replicate the successful elements of the Congleton
Hydro model.

e Engage the local community in green energy and climate resilience.

Stakeholders:

e Groundwork West Midlands are interested in becoming potential project leads.

e Local community groups and interested residents.

e Congleton Hydro Community Energy Power to ensure provision of peer learning
and mentoring for the new project.

e Local Authority (Stoke-on-Trent City Council) for planning and policy support.

e Environmental consultants and engineers for technical expertise.

e Additional funders (e.g. Community Energy Funds, local council) for further
project financing.

Deliverables:
e Renewable energy generation through a functioning, hydro system.

22|Page



e Community co-ownership and financial benefit-sharing.

e Increased local awareness of climate and energy issues and the community
support needed to make effective change.

e Anothertransferable model for future community hydro projects.

Resources:

e Technical and engineering expertise.

e Community and local council engagement and support.
e Financial support from interested groups.

e Potentially, highly specialised equipment.

e Electricity network operator engagement and support.

e Legaland infrastructure advice.

Potential Project 11 - Reopen Sprink Tunnel - Biddulph to Biddulph
Moor

Reopen the tunnelin Biddulph Country Park that leads onto the moor. The collapsed
tunnelis accessed off Woodhouse Lane but the council have sealed both ends due to
the collapse. The footpath used to run through the tunnel but now skirts around

it. There is a beautiful archway and there may be other, unique and interesting
architectural features. Forreference, a “Sprink” is a mischievous hobgoblin or sprite.

The links below provide more background to the tunnel closure and visuals:
Local History — Biddulph — The Garden Town of Staffordshire

In search of a secret tunnel. | ludchurch
Sprink Tunnel. | ludchurch

The local history group have not directly engaged with the community engagement
activity undertaken during this phase of the project but a member who attended the
Greenway Moor WI meeting on the 15" April at Biddulph Town Hall has indicated that
they would be interested in potentially supporting any future project.

Objectives:

e Assess the structural condition of the tunnel and establish feasibility of safe
restoration.

e Reopen the footpath route through the tunnel to restore historic pathway.

e Preserve and celebrate the tunnel’s heritage and folklore associations.

e Improve accessibility and encourage greater use of Biddulph Country Park.

e Engage the local community in the restoration process and interpretation of the
site.

Stakeholders:

e Local authority (Staffordshire Moorlands District Council), landowner and
planning authority.
e Friends of Biddulph Country Park and local history group(s).
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e Heritage and conservation experts who understand the materials heeded for an
effective restoration.

e |Localschools and arts groups.
e Additional funders (e.g. Historic England).

Deliverables:

e Safe and restored pedestrian access through the tunnel.

e Increased visitor use and enjoyment of Biddulph Country Park.
e Greater awareness of local history and folklore.

e Enhanced green infrastructure and active travel routes.

Resources:

e Technical experts (e.g. structural engineers, legal and planning experts).

e Specialist contractors and machinery.

e |Localvolunteers and groups with a special interest.

e Additional funding opportunities (e.g. Staffordshire Moorlands District Council).

12. Potential Project Extensions:
Additionalideas include:

e Sports and fitness programs (e.g., paddleboarding, wild swimming).

e Community clean-up and greening initiatives.

e Engaging schools and youth in environmental stewardship.

e Artstrails, forest bathing, and inclusive activities for underserved groups.

4.2
Major Themes

A number of themes consistently featured during the engagement activities. Examples
of these are:

e Work with local schools and youth service providers to develop a programme to
educate children.

e Encourage involvement with volunteer groups and involvement with tree and
bulb planting, litter picking.

e Encourage local residents to have pride in their local area which will in turn
“create security” as they have invested their time and energy in their local
spaces.

o This will encourage a feeling of community and that local green spaces
are everyone’s responsibility. This feedback was reflected across a
number of engagement activities.

All engagement activities with children, their parents and carers reflected a keen desire
to “get them involved” and to “get them moving.”

e Sports and fitness activities to increase use of the river and green spaces such
as paddle boarding, wild swimming, and green gyms.
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Community clean-up projects. Dog litter and mess appeared at almost every
community engagement activity.

Remove the stigma of groups of young people “hanging around” as there are few
places for them to go and be safe.

It was felt to be important to make visitors feel informed and welcome.

Produce information packs for visitors and people moving to Stoke-on-Trent and
surrounding areas. Particularly for refugees and asylum seekers.

ASHA provide information packs to people new to the area and could include
some translated information about how to access local green spaces, some
information on local history and heritage etc.

5. Conclusions

There is strong potential to use public art trails to enhance community
engagement with underutilised natural spaces such as rivers, canals, and green
corridors.

o Partnering with local “green” groups and networks presents a valuable
opportunity to integrate artistic commissioning with environmental
education, particularly through youth involvement.

Leveraging charismatic, local birds and wildlife (e.g., beavers and wading birds)
as part of biodiversity campaigns can be a powerful tool to spark public interest
in broader conservation that is not perceived as easily accessible to the lay
person.

Any future funding bids should formally include key groups as key delivery
partners and credit them for their concepts and contributions.

Whilst there is interest for a community-led hydroelectric scheme at the Spode
weir in Stoke-on-Trent, inspired by the successful Congleton Hydro model.

o A more detailed feasibility study is required as the costs involved in a
project of this type may mean additional funding is required from other
sources.

= This may mean this project falls outside this National Lottery bid if
the funding for a project of this type becomes prohibitive when
weighed against other project opportunities.

o The project presents a compelling opportunity to generate clean energy,
reduce carbon emissions, and enable local ownership of energy assets.

For a number of projects, early engagement with technical consultants,
regulatory bodies, and local stakeholders is crucial to address environmental,
structural and planning requirements.

Securing diverse funding sources and learning directly from other successful
initiatives and projects will enhance the success and sustainability of any
projects undertaken in future.

A number of projects have high community, heritage and environmental value,
with potential to enhance community connectivity and increase footfall in green
spaces such as Biddulph Country Park.

Structural and environmental assessments are required to determine the
feasibility and scope of any restoration projects e.g. Sprink Tunnel.
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o Community interest and the folklore link to the “Sprink” sprite offer
unique opportunities for heritage interpretation, storytelling, and
educational engagement.

Authored by Support Staffordshire Research and Engagement Team:

Michelle Vodden, Research and Engagement Manager
Siobhon Hayes, Engagement and Research Officer
Kezia Liddle, Support and Volunteering Project Officer’

With thanks to:

Blaze Trail

Biddulph Youth and Community
Zone —Warm Space

Dyslexia Association of
Staffordshire

Newcastle Mental Health Group

Biddulph Youth and Community
Zone - Youth Club

Greenway Moor WI
Festival Stoke

Community Share Network
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Trentham Boat Club

New Vic Theatre

Asha

Totally Stoked

Port Vale Football Club

Headway North Staffs
Urban Wilderness CIC

The Dudson Centre

Father Hudson’s Young at Heart
Group
Biddulph Guides

Biddulph Moor Community
Association
Cerebral Palsy Social Group

Farming and Landowners Social
Group

Bolton Gate Farm

Biddulph Town Hall



Appendices

Appendix 1: Maps used during community engagement events
and interviews
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Appendix 2: Graphics used in promotional materials
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Appendix 3: Images from the VAST Conference
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Appendix 4: Images from meetings with Biddulph Moor Guides
and Biddulph Youth Community Group
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Appendix 5: Images from Biddulph Moor Residents Association
Well Dressing, Father Hudson Group and Greenway Moor WI
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Bldduiph Mcor Well Dressing 2018 tableau featured in the
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=The River Trent episode
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Father Hudson Group Greenway Moor WI

Appendix 6: Word Cloud from Participants Quotes

Word cloud of
quotes.pdf

I’m not sure about the local wildlife but | would like to learn
Tell me about the wildlife | see
Tell me about sights and sounds
I’m proud of where | come from
I love living here
| want it to be better
There’s no history in Biddulph
The Big Lottery helped the community to build the community centre
| want to have fun
| want to be able to talk to my children about the wildlife and trees
It’s easier to think of places that join the canal than the river
Need to publish exactly where the River Trent starts
Need to publish the importance of Biddulph Moor watershed

Reinstate old wells and springs
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Educate us on the things that are of historical note
We want to be involved in citizen science projects

Health and Mental Wellbeing staff are always encouraging us to “get outdoors and get
some sunlight!”

Apedale is special but needs facilities

Appendix 7: Community Engagement Consultation Notes
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Consultation Notes.

Bolton Gate Farm       SUSTAINABILITY



· Raising awareness of environment issues embedded in the business.

· Park Hall on doorstep using business to different ways.

· How we connect with nature, wellbeing activities.

· Concepts & ideas, relevant info first hand, knowledge & where to find loyalty? for café, education for business. ? waste & carbon footprint.

· Use of Park Hall – who is responsible for Park hall – build connections want to work with them.

· Art project in woods

· Theatrical nature walks

· Story telling

· Forestry workshops

Untapped? opportunities 

· Is the building in the middle being used at Park Hall?

· Keen to connect & collaborate.



· Funding

· Network – someone to coordinate online forum ??? sustainability network keen to develop partners other than Theatre.

· SMBC – Free energy evaluation, improving buildings.

Former saddlery & stables, non-traditional farm space.

History of the building is still there.




Blaze Trails



Parent and Baby Walking group – Apedale Country Park

· Participants from across the county with different experiences of the area

· Benches and facilities at Apedale Country Park need improvement

· Dog Mess on the canal towpath at Middleport caused lots of problems for buggies

· Concerned about safety walking alone with children at Park Hall and Hanley Forest Park

· One participant runs on canal and river path around Trentham. The river path is poorly signposted and is impassable in the winter. 

· One participant wanted to be able to talk to her children about the wildlife and trees. Suggested nature walks for families to learn more about nature.

· Discussed Stoke on Trent as a destination that people should be more interested in

· Easier to think of places to join the canal than the river. Several participants were not aware of where the river went.


FestivalStoke 20th March 2025 – Telephone Interview

Background

Participatory Arts Organisation working in Stoke on Trent

In the last 9 months they have applied for Awards for All  funding grant through the Green Network to deliver a participatory arts project in the Stoke Minster area. This bid was not successful. This bid would have looked to link up the River Trent footpath between Stoke and the new houses on the old Victoria ground site and deliver outdoor nature activities e.g. bug hunts and nature trails to help encourage people to use the path. The existing footpath is in poor condition, untidy and “a mess” with inadequate signage. Many people feel unsafe using the path. This idea was from a member of the public but their application did not have sufficient community engagement behind it.

River path from Stoke pas Michelin to Hanford regularly floods.

They are currently working with local schools on their “Tidy up the Town” project. They would like to do more with local schools. They noted that many local people are not using green spaces and that there is potential to open up the river bank area to increase local pride and usage of this space. Lots of ideas. No landowner permissions have been obtained yet. They are concerned that some of the businesses in the area are littering (paint pots thrown out) onto the land.


Consultation Notes.



Areas of Interest.

· Sites where developments are planned & influence plans? Monitor - Use as examples/ case studies for long term impact. Before/after.

· Hare Castle Tunnel.

· Trentham – Son lives there involved for him.

· Prioritising sites near to schools – promote engagement/involvement at an early age. – Schools could help with future monitoring/assessment projects. See the positive – Or where impact of their improvement is actions over needed. The course of many years. Investing/ caring in their community.

· Knypersley – Grew in Brownedge. Preservation.

· Deepen local connection, take skills onwards in life i.d planting. 

· Schools near sites, taking children thro’ progress of area forms Primary – Secondary. Adapting teaching to audience- I plan does not fit all. Self-confidence mental health – involved outdoors. Becoming a trusted person distraction of demands as older exams, leave home, uni etc.



· We are colour – Murals

· Trent Vale – memories Trent sewage pipe. Comm/vol Genealogy group uni? Funding, Partnership, SSSI link.

· Ford Green Hall Museum capturing social history rural to industrial change. Sustainable info collection for future reference use/ inspiration old nutonians oral – activities for future.

· Trent Vale – rural to industrial change. Tip – Lyme Valley Park & other parks. “Pit & Pots” Old canal Newcastle – Lyme Valley Park- Relationship with council

· Fish sculpture on bridge. 

· Sunrise – Weir at back of Mr Kipling & sewage – ownership Lyme Brook. Major barrier to fish passage, old gasworks by Lyme Brook.

· IDEA - Marston’s Brewery trip - Return sturgeon to the Trent? Isinglass mapping – Trent GP.

· Holland fish button time, visdeurbel. NL/EN

· History of Lyme Valley Park – paupers’ graveyard.

· Alleviate flooding in wrong places – Friendship of Lyme Brook

· Fowlea Brook being worked on to reduce flooding at Spode site.

· Information boards – need replacing/updating new ones – all projects.

· Any scope for Castle at Newcastle Q Elizabeth Park.

· Railings prevent litter removal along Lyme Brook.

· Stand done/designated worker/piggy bank.

· Unlawful pollution warwus industry. E.g. Michelin/ car washes/ continues.

· Group development may be needed delivered by VAST/ Support Staffs.

Stockton Brook.



· Waterworks – historic buildings CIC based there would love to be involved – wildlife corridor.

· Land around Stockton Brook – floods causing wetlands.

· Want people to feel safer in green spaces – More positive projects e.g. cycle paths on canal. People discouraged from visiting local parks. Engaging people to appreciate & look after canal. Community group in Park Hall- Tribulary through industrial site, heavily littered want to improve it.

· Important to involve local community groups who have already been pitching these projects.

· Green way bank – Country Park visitor engagement heritage / site access. Community project – Volunteer Garden – Local art/ exturition space in visitor centre.

· Health providers – groundwork location.

· Digital exclusivity – visiting libraries, local businesses.

· National education nature park.

· Projects to support organisation to support education/ fun/ engaging how to engage – future proof.

· Supporting existing project ideas.

· IDEA – Arts involvement – Painting projects/ art/photograph to get people excited about their local green spaces.

· Keele Uni – Storytelling – documenting, film festival, environmental storytelling – power of arts to generate interest & understanding.

· Need for digital engagement (alongside in person access – translated content)

· Water work projects – Industrial/ heritage /local?? Trent – Access / walking route – Media awareness.



Fowlea Brook

· Historic Parks & gardens.

· Lyme Brook – course, access, path – How do the projects work? Collecting data.

· Water quality monitoring of tributaries. Fowlea Brook & water sampling of tribulations.

· Carberry Way – flooding from Park Hall Country Park. 

· Local com group – thro estate

· Culvert from P Hall Lake, – drains & road can’t take water – street infrastructure P Hall Lake A5272, Park Hall Lake. Meir Hall another culvert to Trent.

· Park hall Res group – group asking for improvement to footpaths.

· Volunteers @ Knypersley/ greenway.

· Staffordshire Gardens & parks Trust (A.T) older age range now, encouraging younger volunteers to take part willingness, skill.

· Come & talk to North Staffs Pensions convention. Ripping Yarns oral history. Ray Heath – boat down Trent – John Gibson knows Jon Honeysett.

·  Link to Anglers Trust.

· Legacy link to Stoke Centenary – can we build from 2025 events into TTTH?

· Deer at Stockton Brook – Birches Head.

· Plaques along route of Trent.

· Nice to have a place to come together to talk about what matters.

· Stockton Brook route? BNG link to TTTH

· Arts/photos – nature Trent & culture heritage/ history

· Mass observation wildlife


[image: A piece of paper with writing on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]









[image: A piece of paper with writing on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]









[image: Several sticky notes on a wall

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]









[image: Several sticky notes on a white board

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]









[image: A group of post-it notes on a wall

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]









[image: A yellow post-it notes on a blue surface

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]









[image: A group of yellow post-it notes

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]









[image: A group of yellow post-it notes on a white surface

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]









[image: A white board with yellow post-it notes

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]









[image: A group of sticky notes on a white surface

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]









[image: A group of post-it notes on a white board

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]









[image: A group of post-it notes on a white board

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]









[image: A pink post-it note with black writing

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]









[image: A yellow post-it note with black writing

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]









[image: A yellow post-it note on a grey wall

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]









[image: A group of sticky notes on a wall

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]









[image: A yellow post-it note on a grey surface

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

image4.jpeg







image5.jpeg







image6.jpeg







image7.jpeg







image8.jpeg







image9.jpeg







image10.jpeg







image11.jpeg







image12.jpeg







image13.jpeg







image14.jpeg







image15.jpeg







image16.jpeg







image17.jpeg

q | R&SLIC i
r‘ocs“? |
Ny IAES g







image1.jpeg







image2.jpeg







image3.jpeg

’rra{‘ht Lv*ﬂ"\’ks
Wood heuse
— oun ]
W ovsh Qreephant |
WO\ SEE =
el

St

qravn e Hoad

&S coL Pk{‘l\ ;
b} £ [0/ i i
ouc).H\:\ P"[O\ ’
Blinad Bead

b’&?ﬁ( dowr C)LMP |
\ZO\ &ﬁd’étﬁg g K
creps FrTe .‘








Consultation Notes- Trent Head Well



· Improve Community Ownership – Creative days – Events (public) – Walking direction rights of way – Access Mobility / disability / wellbeing / mind etc. 

More historical information & connections.

· Concerns over BESS site @ Brown Edge including the land currently being built up on with rubble on flood plain @ Bemmersley – Woodhead Lane.

· Flood area as a carbon sink.

· River monitoring pollution & future issues.

· Knypersley Reservoir / Serpentine needs wheelchair accessible paths.

· Youth involvement in the Trent. More celebration of the waterway. Trent Head Well – improvements Biddulph Muir.



· Well needs maintaining – BNCA? – Town Council – District Council

· Access – Needs resolving – Right of way

· Tourist Attraction

· Access to surrounding land – Privately owned.

· Picnic area

· Parking 

· Display boards

· Advertised signposts

· Well dressing.

· Open path to Knypersely – Identify paths. Who owns land MONEY.



What do we need.

· Understanding of motivation

· Network

· Resource – funding – tools & materials etc.

· Existing commute assets – mapping

· Stakeholder maps

· Communication strategy

· Aims / objective / goals – clear understanding of aims.

· Governance mapping

· Timeline / project plan.

· Monitoring (project)

· Scope (control / management)

· Risk assessment (management)

· Recording / reporting

· Collaborating successes

· Quick ruins?

· Linking into National Curriculum – provide tool kit – lesson plan.



· Spiritual Revival Heritage locally & current, Dane & Trent Circuit 

· Accessibility to restored conserved heritage sites. -  Stile’s restoration. – Signage – Footpath at the Trent Head well accessible overgrown – maps are misleading – come down Roman Close path needs cleaning & maintaining public right of way who owns? Whose interest to keep public right of way open? – Report issue to Staffs County Council. – Norton Green 1st village on Trent. Trent Head Well needs bringing forward.

· Encouraging citizen science river monitoring – water blitz, river fly monitoring – expertise, adults /families / children / anglers model to be reproduce of.

· Primitive Methodism – Anna i.e. The Five Town, duck chapel / Swan Bank Church. Under pin attitudes, be the Sda / Englesea brook Chapel & museum. Mow cop - Starting spiritual revival embodiment making somebodies out of no body’s principles – using principles to inform asset-based community development.

· Social capital - Saltbox 

· Social action – Faith communities, Faith Action survey, Mosques, Gudwaras

· Two Saint’s Way – pilgrimage route, festival Stoke, Chester – Lichfield.

· Current industry – computer gaming – Staffs Uni – Keele Earth – Film Festival under 25’s – Project link -river freshwater – education

· Sustainability of benefits – Of the community / sustain improvements how to build into the work & independence.

· Opportunity for Social Enterprise - community asset – Village Hall – Cottee van – businesses.



· Greenwood growth Projects, initial funding received. Exp. Staff to apply for funding, 1st aid kits, emergency bags – H & S – Risk assists – School type stationary (depending on activity) – Willow Weaving – natural resources.

· Permission from landowners - Talks worth keen for space to be used. – Clear signposting.

· Advertising & promotion of activities, website / social media *Biggest Barrier* Reporting to funders – exp staff to help with this.

· Schools, day groups, after school, children’s centres.



· Good post & signs that last – not the 10” green that rot – metal = durable but not as pretty!

· Ownership doesn’t mean respon to landowners.

· Staffs County Council - styles are their respon. (if you dig) – Infrastructure not there / strong enough.

· Building respon into landowner grants to replace styles.

· Footpath - landowner owns but council respon. But now putting that back onto landowners.

· Greenwood Growth CIC – Forest school branching not community – Vulnerable groups getting outdoors – disabled – women’s refugees – visually impaired – get funding for accessibility for these groups. – Reduce barriers to getting out & interacting outdoors. – Focus currently on children’s groups – activities with groups – meals in holidays – artist working with children to create what they see, smell, feel etc. – Citizen science.

· Heck, Rudyard, Horton, Expanding e.g. Biddulph, Silverdale. 



· Waymarking of River Trent – improvements to existing row – Potential for new row / permissive routes closer to river.

· Circular walk from Biddulph Grange CP – Biddulph potential to increase tourism.

· Identify potential routes (starting from BGCP)

· Short/ medium / long circulars.

· Path infrastructure costs (incl. long term maintenance)

· Research ideas for additional active travels links e.g cycle – reduce congestion, healthy lifestyle.

· Marketing/ promotion costs

· Potential new row/ permissive routes -? Land purchase/ management agreement

· Historical (Bateman) promotion.

· Improving public transport to places of interest (?Liaison with Trent River Trust?)

· Facilitating greater sustainability of local outdoor groups for future – ramblers (+) etc helping groups link, new footpath Biddulph mutual & strong than each other) info education schools circular walks historical element.

· Educational activities for young people




Consultation Notes.



· Warm Space Biddulph

Transport, The Hurst – water from communal tap, no toilets home or school, get milk from can, no toilet until 9yrs.

War bombing Manchester – yellow glow

Blizzards – no school for 6 weeks, no bread – 10 hours at a time.

Not babies at hospital, pay 5 shillings to go to hospital.



Hedgehogs 2 in last 12 months.

Eagle in hunting?? eating a pigeon, down wild birds, down flying insects, down butterflies places for the butterflies and flying insects can’t grow ???



Entrance from the church, country park is a mile walk too expensive to go.

Bride stories – stonework in 1700’s to build the road.



Cleaning party – volunteers



Hanley Forest Park - slag humps mining

Work and mining museum

Pete Waterman supported Whitfield Museum trains and schools.

Biddulph Old Hall

Biddulph Grange hospital Jane Bateman Garden – Robert Heath owned ?

NT was a hospital volunteer on children’s ward – Orthopaedic.

Green way Bank Hall – Robert Health his carriage way Kynpersley pool.

Missed the hospital stay.

Park Lane Lodge - lodge keep monument at Biddulph church

Dance studio and coffee bar

Conservatory Oliver Cromwell – Biddulph Moor








Biddulph Residents Assoc - Well Dressing – Thursday evening



Started again 2012

Head of the Trent Ramble & Reminisce ?/ - Sunday, history of the area.



Eg Rose & Crown architecture old bus depot

Bill Ridgway helps with the walk. Local historian & has written local books.



One well dressing – photo in 1971

Headwaters is special village amazing Head of Trent here.



Learned about D’shire well dressing (John Jones) wanted.

This used to be 40’s & 50’s but fittled out. Learned how to well dress from Endon & Brown Edge.

(Amateur who learned)



Small budget to start with, have some grants MCA kitty, legacies from people who passed.

The ??? is a mess = money to tidy 

*Well in 1935 hard to access and cross wet field.

Project?

*Area around well* Clear out water not flowing well.



Landowner = John Burton/ Chris Rhodes? Has rented out to a farmer, bull in field, public footpath.

“Underwhelming” – signpost.

*Trent Head well & District* council land. Should be an approach from the other direction.

Trent Valley Way - tried to include Trent Head Well in this. 

???????

Needs constant work or find a way to future prof the work 



Climate Action Group – Dr Mark Knight (Staff W/L Trust)

(Community Orchard group)

Stoke Centenary - Theme of next well dressing.

(All tidied up) = Prepared to maintain

No existing groups they can think of that would want to get involved (Well dressing team group)

School – could go to the head of the Well, too dangerous to take children to the current condition.



Tourist Attraction

Wild swim this to the ??

Tv programme walked this the ?? a canoe

Trent enter ? – Borough

Wheelchair was for local orchard = inclusive

Field  - tidy, picnic area, poss buy field?



Well dressing = schools, cubs etc young groups got involved & ?

Not necessary to be creative.

Can we report back to groups.


Trentham Boat Club



The Trent isn’t wide enough at Trentham to support rowing on the river. Needs to be more than 16m to hold a regatta

Trentham lake is no longer fed directly off the Trent. It is fed off Park Brook. 

If the feed was redirected, he felt that it may impact on biodiversity in the lake. The lake is too warm and  the lake needs dredging – concerns about cost and heavy metals in the lake which make material hard to dispose of.
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Biddulph Youth & Community Centre 14th March 2025 – 27 children; 3 adults



Range of post it note ideas from the children.  Long discussion with the 3 centre supervisors



Background

Youth Centre is a place for them to meet friends and not be on the street.  Available twice a week in the evening Mon & Fri.  It is activity based – games and a place to meet with friends.  Drinks and snacks are available.  They do not organise speakers or education activities.  They allowed SuS to have 30 minutes (actually became 1 hr after chatting to volunteers and staff).



Children - ideas on post it notes

Activities:

· A bike track and a place where people can make friends

· Stoke City Team of Youngers

· Tree house

· Trampoline area

· A place to meet professional football players

· Top Park – field skate park

· Cricket throwing area and astro (current ones need repair or replacing)

· Cricket club fencing & nets need repair

· Sports facilities are old and worn – need updating / made better

· Football area

· Basketball court

· Skate boarding & bike area

· Football nets

· A local pump truck (Von did not see who wrote this so did not ask them to explain)

· Stage for bands to perform



Education:

· Not sure about local wildlife – like to learn

· Tell me about the wildlife I see

· Tell me about sights and sounds

Environment:

· Solar floodlights on fields – Top Park in Biddulph

· Better park in Biddulph

· Card shops (shops that stock Pokemon and other types of cards)

· Flowers around Biddulph

· Lots of glass around children area that needs clearing

· Domino’s shop

· McDonald’s in Biddulph

· Safe for any age

· Solar charge spots for phones & tech

· A flower garden where you can sit on a bench and relax

· Canal going past the “youthy” with loads of boats

· Improving the park near us – add more equipment

· Bakery for snacks

· A place to hang around with friends

· Grass refurbish by park below the pitch

Feedback on their area:

· Proud of where they come from

· Love living here

· Want it to be better

· “There’s no history in Biddulph”

· Lottery helped the community to build the community centre

· I want to have fun at the park

I want to have fun at the park



Adults – 

Children are thinking locally – what will make a difference to them in their day to day lives.  What are their interests, not necessarily what will benefit my community.

The children are predominantly from less affluent parts of Biddulph and do not engage with nature through the Youth and Community Centre.

People interviewed think engaging, educational interventions in local schools to get them interested in the River Trent, the Headwaters, local wildlife (flora and fauna).

· Get experts into schools – historians, archaeologists as well as environmental

· Use interesting items to display and talk about them e.g. the spider that Nicola Lynes takes to events

· Films and videos – short clips that can go viral

· School projects – clips about what they do when they’re out

· Use media that children are familiar with

· Not all children want to read or study a book

· Go to what they like to do

· What projects can link into the school curriculum but give them something different

· Link in with teachers / head teachers to get their input and buy-in








Consultation Notes 



· Father Hudsons

Walked from Cobridge – Cobridge Park - Milton – Stackton Brook

Orange River – Milton Brook why?

Bilberry fields – Sneyd green however with steps



Trentham nice place to go over the bridge – to expensive

Hanley Park – did try release      ??                travelled form M??   college learnt flower cultivation – horticulture college nice but not ran for a while 1969



Douglas road gets flooded.

Fenton manor station



Ran part the old Victorian ground - highlight old players Stanley Matthews

Steel works 

Stoke library – Milton po???        Kemble miner training broke into fields on pitch

Not sure where river goes

Municiple Hall Newcastle Mizal tickets Evacuees 8 in a 2-bed house

First job shopping for water ??

Worked at Daltons £2.36 Endleigh Mills – clothes, military uniform maker

BTH English electric ??

Newcastle under lyme railway

Going swimming at Biddulph

Norton Le Moor – community centre for wedding



Briddley crem 

Relying on fam and friends for transport

Positive nature engagement

Friendship connections – clubs and groups



Picking up road from Silver dale – community safety and freedom hear miners talking under the ??

The Acres (Silverdale p??) ??? Picnic up there – come home red.



Springs @ ?? lane Silverdale water shortages used to go with buckets

@ Finley green used to get water form there – not allowed to paddle in it 

1949 electric ??

Brook through home house






Landowners and famers comments



Landowners and farmers are not necessarily the same person.  A landowner may rent to a farmer who is not always “local.”  For these notes, we will refer to the farmer as the main user of the land.

A farmers main concern is any impact on their animals welfare, their business and livelihood.

Animal welfare always comes first as in these times of social media sharing, they are under the microscope.  Their grants and funding are linked to welfare less and less but they take it seriously.



· If the land is stocked with animals (e.g. sheep, cows) – worrying is a concern.  Increased visitors to the site will impact on the farmers ability to stock the land safely.  

· Sheep are less likely to harm visitors but will defend lambs from dogs and will butt.  If sheep have not lambed, they will run from dogs.  If sheep are harmed by dogs, treatment from vets are costly and impact on business.

· Cows with calves pose a risk to visitors walking with and without dogs.  Cows will charge anything they feel pose a risk to their calf.

· Bulls should not be near footpaths if they are a dairy breed.  Beef breeds are allowed, but the farmer can be prosecuted if they attack.

· Farm crops – can be cereal crops, vegetables or fruit

· Farmers will worry about loss through visitor neglecting to follow footpath rules.  Some visitors to local areas with footpaths feel this gives them permission to roam anywhere.



Farmers tackling anti-social behaviour on their land – an infrequent issue but it does happen. 

· It can be difficult for a farmer to challenge a visitor as they have a lot to lose.  Barns full of hay and straw only require a match and thousands of pounds worth of damage can be done (small shed costs £20k plus.  One small bale of hay costs £3.50.  One round bale of hay costs £25.00. One silage bale £30.00).  Farmers worry if they challenge too strongly, their farm and livelihood are at risk.

· At lambing time and in winter, animals are housed in sheds and their lives are potentially at risk.  Gates can be left open and animals escape causing risk to locals in surrounding areas.

· Farmers worry that visitors will believe they have more “rights” than the farmer.  The farmer has limited recourse themselves (due to the worries listed above).  Police do engagement events at markets, but it is difficult to get them to attend rural crimes.  Farmers are expected to get recordings and details before anything is investigated.

· One gave the following example:

Quad bike stolen from locked shed. (Decent second-hand quad bike costs minimum of £7,500.00). Farmer heard the thieves and chased them. Cornered them with a couple of farming friends. Called the police to say what had happened.  They could not send anyone, so they farmers had to let the thieves go.  They were told not to harm the thieves or they would be liable for prosecution.  Quad bike retained, but not a reassuring experience with the police and the farmer then had the worry the thieves could return and try again, do damage to his farm or harm his animals.



Infrastructure

Farmers do not believe the infrastructure for maintaining footpaths is in place.  County Council originally responsible for maintenance but increasingly trying to push this onto the landowner.  The landowners push back on this.

Car parking – unless designated parking is well designed and free, or has an honesty box for people to donate, then farmers are concerned they will find gates blocked, passing spaces no longer useable.  This could also have an impact on local residents, not just farmers and landowners.

Project buying the land

Why should the landowner have to sell? Landowner would make it costly.  It’s likely the landowner would have other land around the footpath land and would still have all the same worries and concerns (see notes above).

This project is not in the landowner or farmers interests unless these  points are considered and addressed.






Cerebral Palsy Social Group – Over Teams



No participants had visited the Headwaters or surrounding area as far as they knew.  Possible parents had taken them whilst children, but no memory of this.

The Group

Want to be able to access these spaces.  COVID took a hit on socialising and it has taken a long time for the group to develop a social support group of their peers.  They are interested in history, culture – everything the able bodied are interested in, but feel forgotten in rural locations due to a perception that there is no desire to seriously consider their needs.

Health and Mental Wellbeing staff are always encouraging them to “get outdoors and get some sunlight!”

First things to consider - disabled parking and then wheelchair access.  Clearly explained and visuals on a website so can see it is safe for disabilities before even setting off.  

One disabled toilet “per floor.” Not enough if you’re trying to attract groups with disabilities.  Disabled visitors in groups will need more than one disabled toilet.  

Some disabled people may choose not to venture too far away from a toilet.  Will there be a welcoming area for them to still sit and enjoy being outside.  Most Brits are deficient in Vitamin D but rate of Vit D deficiency is particularly high in disabled people as they may struggle to access outdoors safely.

Need to consider that some people have hidden disabilities and this can affect where they can visit e.g. toilet habits can be affected.

Don’t feel considered.  Would love to see someone leading in considering needs of the differently abled.

Signage

Clear signs with large font showing where different abilities can cope with terrain. 

Use colour to differentiate between different levels of mobility needed for different areas of terrain. Lots of walks now give an ability rating of easy to experienced walkers/abilities only.

Make it clear with warnings where obstacles may appear on pathways in certain weather conditions.  Helps people choose what they plan to do.

Be careful with language used on any signage that is geared towards the disabled.  (Anika shared Scope site).

https://business.scope.org.uk/disability-inclusive-language-workplace/

Health & Safety & Concerns

Can ambulances get to these areas to help anyone who is injured?

Can carers get their vehicles to these spaces or will there be accessible points they can be directed to?

Will there be the infrastructure in this rural location to cope with the able bodied let alone someone who is disabled?

How inclusive can the project “afford” to make this?  How much budget will they be willing to commit?

Will these spaces be safe for people using walkers, crutches, sticks, wheelchairs?  Making them safe “could get expensive.”

Gates instead of styles.  Bridal gates have long catches – easier to use for some?

Farm animals in these areas on footpaths.  How could someone disabled leave quickly if needed?




Circle of Friends



Angling lessons for young people

Litter, dog mess, needles respect for area, community safety – community clean up



Where is the river? Footpaths, access, signage, benches.


*Apedale is special* but need facilities. Community cafes. Current café at Apedale doesn’t let in ???



Disable daccess/ toilets/ benches



Improve area to bring back access.



Walks for walking.



Lyme Brook – badgers / kingfishers



Nature in gardens, would rather kids play in garden for safety.



Pride in area is low.



£10 million won’t go far.


Dyslexia Association of Staffordshire



2 board members used to live in Biddulph and are very familiar with the area and the Trent Headwaters.  Other participants are from the Newcastle, Trentham, Leek and Stoke area.



Kim & Darren – Kim has ridden her horse in the area and across local fields.  Both are keen bike riders and would love to see a dedicated cycle route and/or bridal path similar to the Tissington Trail.  Feels like a great way to encourage both locals and visitors to get outdoors to improve physical and mental health.

Everyone agreed with this but began to look at how the area could appeal to individuals who are neurodiverse.

· Clear signage using the principals for dyslexic people and those with visual impairments

· Black writing on a light background preferable to white writing on a dark background

· Signs with braille

· Signs with images rather than too many words

· Use symbols along paths so people know they are on the correct route – e.g. acorns or a Staffordshire Knot or a symbol of Biddulph 

[image: Biddulph Staffordshire (1) | A Military Photos & Video Website]

[image: Biddulph, Staffordshire (England)]

· For autistic people:

· need to consider quiet spaces for meltdowns, places to collect themselves.

· Need to be quiet away from noise etc

· Clearly signposted these are quiet areas

· Help and guidance available

· Easy routes to follow – must be clear for those struggling with coordination

· Consider having plants along the way that a multi-sensory (if possible)

· Plants you can touch as well as smell

· Remember, that if spaces are appealing to the neurodiverse, they will appeal to all (old as well as young etc)

· These groups are never consulted on these types of projects – not aware of any consultation process as part of the Trans Tren Valley project.  (I didn’t know the answer to this).

· They want to be a part of the community – as many as one in four identify as neurodiverse



Public Toilets in the area

· Neurodiverse may be sensitive to hand dryers that blow air – noise from these can be triggering.  Consider paper towels.

Ideas

· Could there be allocated “quiet times” on certain days and times?



· Pathways to be wide enough for 2 walking side by side – carers, guide dogs etc



· Parking – consider best places for car parking. Disabled spaces to able spaces – guidance is approx. 6% disabled to able spaces.



General guidance and principles to consider when designing spaces (see link provided by Louise)

UTAN-Playspaces.pdf

· creating structure (where large expanses can be overwhelming)

· introducing visual screening (to help focus and reduce information inputs)

· creating gradual transitions (like sloping ceilings and stairs and transition spaces between inside and outside areas)

· creating retreat spaces (for opportunities for separation from peers while remaining safe)

· activities designed to boost motor skills

· visual signage rather than words

· provision of a variety of sensory experiences (to balance hyper and hypo sensitivity to sensory input), and more.
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Key Themes

· Safety 

· Groups of young people

· Dogs

· Glass/needles

· Women’s safety

· Litter

· Need for more amenities in green spaces (cafes, toilets, children’s activities, gym equipment etc.)

· More activities for children and teens

· Working with schools

· Need for better signage

· More celebration/awareness of the river

· Access to green spaces for asylum seekers and refugees

· Fitness and exercise

· Maintenance of public footpaths

· Art projects

· Accessibility

· Dog walking

· Negative media attention

· History and heritage

· Nature as a form of mindfulness/meditation

· Transport issues – particularly public transport, car parking fees

· Creating pride – encouraging local residents to take care of their own green spaces/the river and canals





Project ideas



· Sports/fitness activities to increase use of the river and green spaces – paddle boarding, wild swimming, green gyms

· Community clean up projects 

· Project around the Trent Head Well – well dressing, celebration day etc. Area needs clearing for accessibility. Better signage.

· Get schools involved and work with volunteer groups – tree planting, daffodils, litter picking – create pride in the area, which in turn creates security – need to make the parks feel like part of the community, part of everyone’s responsibility





· Information packs for people new to Stoke-on-Trent, particularly for refugees and asylum seekers. ASHA provide information packs to people new to the area – could include some translated information about how to access local green spaces, some information on local history and heritage etc.

· Some kind of guidance around accessing green spaces – website/app/signposts – so people know what to expect for walking routes; the condition of pathways, steps, handrails, overhanging branches etc. Also letting people know of amenities/activities – sports courts, outdoor gym equipment, cafes Particularly for people with disabilities – both Staffordshire Sight Loss Association and Headway said this would be useful for their service users.



· Headway - Forest bathing; green spaces as a tool for mindfulness. See further details below.

· Urban wilderness CIC – art trail along the river/canals/in green spaces to encourage people to engage with this spaces from a different perspective; can also increase safety of the area through higher levels of usage. See further notes below.

· A project around engaging teenagers – reducing the stigma around groups of teens in public spaces, and creating pride in local spaces to reduce ASB in teens.

· Groundwork West Midlands -  Community energy project  - Weir hydro project. See further details below.







ASHA 

13 people



Hanley park:

· Needs the café open

· Basketball area needs to be better looked after

· Security – needs to be better/increased

· Accident [incident?] – 16 year old with knife

· Basketball club with YMCA is GREAT

· Not feeling safe in the middle of the day, fights breaking out



· Good for sports – plays with his kids & young children



· Pond – looks in need of attention, looks grubby/unkept

· Homeless people & kids hanging around – can be intimidating but not always

· Can smell cannabis



· Pet owners – dogs not on leads, intimidating

· Don’t feel free

· Dogs in the kids areas so they don’t feel approachable

· Would like a paddling pool, sandpit

· Needs better access to facilities – bathrooms not open

· Vaping in the park over the children

· Needs a vape free zone, more visible signs



· Find your community there

· Likes the sports facilities

· Nobody bothers me

· Feel free to do activities



· All good; ice cream van is very expensive



· Food/drinks should be available

· Like playing cricket and badminton, makes them forget their troubles



· Lack of toilet facilities is what stops them from visiting



Leason Road Park

· Not clean

· Gangs everywhere

· Not feeling safe at all

· Gangs of boys – bicycles, gloves, balaclavas





Westport Lake

· Nice

· People vaping/bringing dogs into the children’s area despite signs saying not to do this

Stafford Park

· Has better facilities; sandpit, pool

All of Stoke:

· Improve access to cycle paths and pedestrian paths

· Better signage





Community Share Network

10 people



The Trent Head Well

· Not very well signposted

· Not spoken about – nobody knows it’s there

· Not enough presence

· Should be celebrated

· Needs better signage

· Difficult to get to - the pathway there and area around it should be cleared up and made more accessible for pedestrians

· To involve – Biddulph Moor Church, Biddulph Youth Community Zone

· Activity centre with walking football, food bank, painting sessions

Hanley

· Refugees/asylum seekers are being moved into the Best Western hotel – not knowing where local green spaces are or how to access them, being housed in heavily industrial areas. Could work with ASHA to create leaflets about accessing local green spaces and parks – ASHA give out welcome bags to new members, information packages about green spaces should be included. Access to green space supports mental health, reduces isolation etc.



River swimming

· Swim in the Trent River – “Staffordshire Swooshers”

· Won’t swim there any more as it’s disgustingly polluted

· Map on phones to show where & when sewage is released into the river – sewagemap.co.uk



Bucknall Park



· Would like the train back!

· Bucknall Park – near Bentilee – has city park but it’s not great right now

· Used to have a kids’ steam train and café – would like to have those back! The buildings are still there but not in use



Endon

· I live in Endon – the river runs through the back of my house!

· Local village is very good at keeping river an local green spaces clean and well maintained

· Two MPs who live in the area – but isn’t coordinated through them, everyone just chips in, particularly local farmers

· E.g. one farmer who has the canal run through the back of their house – he tarmacked his pathway to make it wheelchair accessible for local community



Cobridge

· The canal runs next to my house – by petrol station so nobody goes there, I haven’t been for years. No accessible access points, no access by foot at all! Not an appealing location, not looked after.



Burslem 

· I don’t even know where the Trent river runs – I know the canal and how to get there, but not the river.

· I don’t understand how we can call it “Stoke-on-Trent” when we don’t use or celebrate the Trent at all

· There are beautiful parts of Stoke which just haven’t been discovered

· Need community events on and around the river

· Needs a mapping project, which includes local communities and community groups.





Best Western Hotel

8 people. Note – there was a significant language barrier, some people were being translated for by their children



· I would like more shopping centres, entertainment like big cities

· Parks – not many options, not great when the weather is cold

· Would like more fitness/wellbeing centres – most are very expensive

· Health centres/ASHA would be a good place to reach people. Using community hubs – trusted places – to engage with communities



· Places for kids to have fun – most of them are dirty, make Stoke-on-Trent cleaner

· [commenter’s child] I like the parks – I like seeing dogs and using my heelies – I would like more places to have fun 



· Concerns around homelessness – find out the local causes of homelessness

· I would like more fitness places – like a gym

· I love the people in Stoke – very welcoming

· I have been to Nottingham and Leicester, and I feel safer in Stoke. It’s like home.



· I like the park [Hanley park]

· Why do I have to like Stoke-on-Trent? It’s the same as Manchester



· Much prefer Stoke-on-Trent to Nottingham and Northampton

· Friendly city with lots close by

· Park is good for kids – beautiful park

· The Mosque is good

· Shopping in Stoke is rubbish

· Important to speak to schools and get children’s input



· I like my kids school

· I like all of Stoke-on-Trent

· I haven’t seen any problems



From other conversations – people really wanted more entertainment, not just shopping and parks. Many didn’t know where the parks were – those that did were mostly families with young children.





Hyper-Local Support Network

6 people

Green spaces around Stoke

· Maintenance – areas kept tidy e.g. not overgrown, paths not flooded and muddy, so people feel these are safer areas

· Signposts etc. so it can be seen where paths lead and distance to locations



Hartshill Nature Reserve

· There’s quite often rubbish strewn around. Engagement with the residents association would be helpful as I find they have a single vision and are not open to much change

· Should work with local primary schools – Harpfield, Willows, St Thomas Aquinas

Bentilee/Berryhill/Moss Green Village

· Moss green village – local park renovated

· Berryhill Fields – Walking paths made clearer, clean up of the pathways

· Bentilee – Local park needs clear up and upgrading

· Park Hall fields/Green space – clearing rubbish

· Moss green village – riverside housing association – ST2

· Need to work with Stoke-on-Trent City Council



Abbey Hulton/Bentilee

· Art area (graffiti, outdoor art) – Sutton Trust?

· Community garden upgraded and made use of (Bentilee Hub)

· Work with local contractors

· Complete community surveys



Hanley

· Lots of areas have become points for fly tipping

· Positive changes would be more people using local green spaces

· Need to make things fun! 

· Kids/teenage mental health groups – Mind NS



Penkhull

· Zip wire – Penkhull park/Hartshill Park

· Hubs for teenagers

· Litter/poo in streets and alleyways

· Women empowering women events – confidence

· Link to local schools

· Use the town hall – more community engagement



Staffordshire Sight Loss

9 people – 7 women, 2 men, all with sight loss



· Used to play on the river – near Abbey Hulton – but they’ve built on it since and it’s now inaccessible

· The Trent Canals are a lovely walk

· We never hear much about the river – didn’t event realise it ran through this far – only really hear about it in South Staffordshire

· Didn’t know there were so many tributaries 

· Lyme Brook – pathways are fantastic, no cracks or lumps, smooth and easy to walk. Gym equipment along the path is great.

· Knutton area – the Whammy – I know they found newts there and had to pause a mining project

· Whammy wombles – volunteer group who clear up litter along the whammy. Great way to engage communities and create pride.

· The rubbish alongside the Lyme Brook is awful – shopping trolleys, sleeping bags. A friend of mine does a litter picking project along there. The council don’t do enough, volunteers end up doing a lot of the cleaning

· Bucknall Park could be better maintained - used to walk guide dog there. A charity has recently organised to open a petting farm there – they had one before, but it’s been closed for years. It’s now reopening and will be ran by volunteers.

· Need for better pathways alongside the river

· Trouble with bikes and e-scooters, especially along the canal – particularly dangerous for people with sight loss as e-scooters are nearly silent, so you don’t know they’re near you until it’s too late

· Issues with broken glass and overhanging branches [everyone agreed about this as a major issue for people with sight loss] – “all of us have had injuries” – “it’s a shock, and can do real damage”

· Have been for walks that went right up to the Trent before but didn’t realise that’s what I was looking at

· Very often go to Trentham for walks around the Lake – really nice walk, the path is brilliant, don’t have to worry about branches

· Burslem used to be beautiful but isn’t looked after very well any more

· Park Hall – used to take the dog for walks – can be a difficult walk as there are lots of unofficial pathways/desire paths you can walk onto without realising.

· Rudyard lake is lovely but no access by public transport

· Tittesworth – a lovely walk but not particularly safe for people with sight loss as the steps there are not well maintained, and there is no signage/warnings

· Would be great to have some guidance – website/app/signposts – so people know what to expect for walking routes – condition of pathways, steps, handrails, overhanging branches etc. Also letting people know of amenities/activities – sports courts, outdoor gym equipment, cafes

· Shouldn’t need to rely on being with sighted people to enjoy going for a walk

· Don’t like that there are charges for car parks everywhere. When most places are inaccessible by public transport – you HAVE to drive to access it, but then you have to pay for parking – no other option

· Hanley park – used to be in there all the time as a child perfectly fine, but wouldn’t leave my children alone there now. It doesn’t feel safe, and the amount of negative media around it (sentinel, social media etc.) puts you on edge before you even get there. 

· No staff working in parks now – having a park groundskeeper/security would make people feel safer, reduce antisocial behaviour, and mean better maintenance for the space. 

· CCTV would make people feel safer and dissuade antisocial behaviour

· Would like cafes and toilets to be added or reopened in parks

· We’re lucky to h ave so many green spaces – they just need to be better cared for

· Family open days in parks – invite school children – get the next generation learning

· You worry about being in the parks on your own – I live In Shelton but haven’t been to Hanley Park since childhood as a friend was attacked there

· Even more of a safety risk if you can’t see people at a distance

· Feel even more vulnerable as a woman in these spaces

· Feel particularly unsafe using a cane or guide dog as they feel like you’re advertising that you have sight loss and can put you more at risk. Can also invite unwanted attention, even if they have positive intentions

· Canal pathways – overhanging bushes are a problem, tree roots make the path unsteady, but still a really nice walk that we enjoy

· Trentham feels safe and clean

· Need more dog poo bins

· SSLA do monthly activities and would love to host accessible walks along the river, educational activities, run fundraising events. Would be happy to consult/feed back on accessibility as part of the project if looking to create/improve publicly accessible spaces.

· Need for more seating along the canals/river 

· Toilets in public parks feel unsafe and poorly maintained – don’t just need amenities, need them to be safe and clean

· Get schools involved and work with volunteer groups – tree planting, daffodils, litter picking – create pride in the area, which in turn creates security – need to make the parks feel like part of the community, part of everyone’s responsibility

· Need more events to be hosted in parks

· Current events in green spaces need to be better advertised – a “what’s on” guide

· Celebrate the history and heritage in green spaces – Apedale have a WW1 trench, Hanley has armed forces day





Headway

Phone call with Jason Meredith, Project Manager

Not much knowledge of where the river runs – googled it prior to meeting. Thinks service users would be much more interested in the improvement of green spaces in the city.

The river itself is difficult for Headway’s service users to access, due to mobility issues – head injuries can cause issues with gait/balance, some service users are wheelchair users.

Biggest issue is transportation.

Most used space for their service is Cobridge Park. They also sometimes do trips out on the canal, on the Beatrice barge. 

A project they were previously looking into but struggled to fund focused on the idea of “Forest Bathing” - a mindfulness/meditation exercise. Taking service users to a wooded area and encouraging them to use their senses, and take the time to notice the environment around them. The practice originates in Japan and aims to provide therapeutic relaxation and encourage a connection with nature through sensory experience.

The main issue preventing this has been funding. In an ideal world, they would take their service users to a space like Trentham or potentially further afield, and bring in a mindfulness expert/meditation guide. They’ve previously spoken with Staffs Wildlife about the potential for this project.

Would have a positive impact on their service users – supports good mental wellbeing, reduces stress and anxiety, strengthens immune system, lowers blood pressure. Would also be a great way to encourage their service users to actively engage with their rehabilitation – particularly with physical rehabilitation – as they have evidence from previous projects that a support for mindfulness/mental health can help reduce barriers to rehabilitation.

Besides funding, the biggest barrier is transport – for trips they currently use staff cars, which means very limited spaces and difficult to coordinate.

Would also be interested in some kind of accessibility guidance – similar to Staffs Sight Loss, would be interested in some kind of app/website detailing the accessibility of different green/watery spaces.

One service user was previously looking at heritage sites for day visits but accessibility was a big barrier – looked at local pottery museums, national trust sites etc. but as they’re older buildings they are often not accessible for Headway service users. 

They have another service user who is a gifted artist, and is currently doing a sketching/painting trail through Newcastle Under Lyme, sketching the wildlife there.

Headway would love to potentially be involved with any projects that come through TTTH – due to funding they currently have to mainly focus on projects with immediate impact, rather than longer term support.







Urban Wilderness

Phone call with Laurel Gallagher, Director



 Urban wilderness are based in Longton – no access to river or canals.

Have previously used canalside/riverside for workshops with young people- opportunities for nature connectivity – very valuable soothing aspect to the sound of moving water

On their website they have published research papers with Dr Hallan from Derby University on using brownfield land

Use riverside spaces for artist commissions -  a few pieces of temporary site-specific artworks, inviting audiences (often accidental audiences) to engage with the issue or engage with the site in a different way

Thehappening.org (Thehappening.org - Where its all a happening) – some examples of artwork installed by the canal, made of raw clay – for people to stumble across and engage with during lockdown, a way of engaging communities at a distance

“In the balance” programme – monthly sessions (Thursdays 7-9pm) visiting artworks commissions by artists bringing new perspectives to our connection with nature, climate, and environment – engaging through art instead of direct conversation (which can often be exclusionary and difficult).

Lots of UW work is focused on the philosophy of symbiosis – humans and nature together, conservation of the natural environment THROUGH engagement, not through leaving it untouched – we’re all here anyway!

Looking at urban biodiversity, recognising how and where it exists.

Young people and families – aware that these spaces aren’t always the safest for people to access on their own – create that safe space by hosting groups/workshops, but wouldn’t feel comfortable encouraging young people to go there once the session is finished.

Engaging adolescents – there’s a stigma around groups of young people, even if they’re not causing any harm, so they can be harassed or reported; how can it be more safe and welcoming without excluding either group.

Need to clean up – clear things like needles. It’s impossible to have a 100% positive attitude about green spaces/canals/river right now – needs to be inclusive, accessible

Urban Wilderness would be interested in being written into funding bids and getting involved – particularly around commissioning artwork, work with young people 

Commissioning new artwork, potentially as an art trail along the river – great way of drawing attention to these spaces

Engaging urban communities in encouraging biodiversity – need to have ‘attractive’ species as a way to engage communities in protecting wildlife. Reintroduction of charismatic animals like beavers – think about what’s cute! Then can use this to increase learning about habitats, food chains etc. and build learning of broader ecosystem – people need to care first.



Anything mentioned by Urban Wilderness needs to be credited to them – specifically Urban Wilderness CIC



World Café



· Local history

· Engaging next generations through local history and geography

· Central point of contact

· Resources, data, artefacts

· Administered by local libraries



Project idea – “Stoke through the ages” VR experience, showing the history of notable sites in Stoke-on-Trent. 



· Canals – accessible, can walk/run/cycle alongside them – can’t do that with the Trent

· Need to consider if this is something we actually want – protecting habitats etc

· IF deciding to increase public access to the Trent, needs to be done properly – well-signposted, safe, circular walks to keep people to appropriate areas

· Projects on site that children are involved in – litter picking, planting, walks

· Working with schools – instilling pride in next generation

· Changing perceptions – people often see nature reserves as wasteland

· Schools could “adopt” a stretch the river – funding, projects for young people

· Citizen science projects

· Pollution and antisocial behaviour as big issues, spaces like Westport Lake

· Need community groups, partnership working

· “Friends of” groups – lots have now been closed/made redundant, need more support

·  Canal and river trust – on clearing up the canal walkways – some issues with land ownership; they may own the pathways and be able to clear those, but not own steps etc. which lead to the pathway 

· Need for more community activities along the canals and river & in local green spaces to engage communities – fishing, football, walking groups etc

· Reducing ASB – utilizing social media; people have strong reactions to ASB in their local parks – public pressure for areas to be maintained/safe

· Need to engage with council and other land owners

· Health project – accessible walking groups, walk leaders, green gyms – bringing water sports like paddle boarding and kayaking to the river, wild swimming

· Art projects – “using trash to create treasure” – involving young people

· Clean-up projects – legacy project, including young people, using social media, instill the idea of keeping it clean and usable

· Heritage knowledge comes from local people

· Bradwell – the Dingle – completely cared for by local residents

· Milton – lots of people involved in community gardens allotments

· Canal and river trust can help with access to canals for potential projects

· Using online tools like the sewage map

· Engaging with groups who have already done remediation work – e.g. spots in Silverdale which have reintroduced significant wildlife (newts, birds)

· Emphasis on the positive effects of green spaces – mental, physical and emotional wellbeing

· Community energy project  - Weir hydro project – Groundwork West Midlands – one already exists on River Dane. Possibly usable weir at Spode. ‘Congleton Hydro Community Energy Power’ – powers Siemans factory in Congleton.

